Kids’ birthdays passed
without cake or

For his 4th birthday in
June, the Tallahassea boy
wanted a miniature basket-
ball hoop or a Tonka Mon-
ster Truck.

When his sister turned 7
a few days later, she
yvearned for o Mattel Diva
Doll or a karaoke machine.

Money was so tight, how-
ever, their mom celebrated
with a few packs of chips
and Little Debbie snacks.

*They didn't do much of
anything — _____
they didn't
even have a
Ak &,
lamented
Hilda Little,
a family-
support
worker with
- the Brehon Little

Institute for

Family Services. “1 asked
her why not. She said,
Well, 'if I'd bought cake
mix, I wouldn't have had a
pan to bake it in" "

Her agency is seeking an
array of items for the 27-
yvear-old mother of three,
who gave birth to an infant
boy earlier this summer,

The wish list includes
everyvthing from blankets to
story books to twin beds,
With no cookware, the
woman ean't bake her kids
their favorite shepherd’s pie
or spaghetti casserole.

i e baby only has a cou-
ple of T-shirts,” Little
.reported. “The family has
only one chair at the table
that was donated. Mom
keeps the table covered

- with a sheet, because it is

not in the best condition.
The family cannot it at the
table together.”

She described her client
as a “a very sweet person
and a loving mom” who
once had a good marriage
and a stable job as a certi-
fied nursing assistant.

Fieeing domestic vio-
lenes, the woman moved to
Tallahassee last winter
expecting to stay with
friends. When those plans
fell through, she wound up
im a shelter,

She's now working part
time for a restaurant and
hoping to train as a secu-
rity guard.

“When they came, they
only had what they wore on
their backs,” Little =said.
“The little girl has one pair
of shoes, and l]'l-E{fll"E getting
too small. And although we
pet clothing donations, we
never get anything for little
boys.”

The girl wears size 5
shoes and size 8 clothing.

“The older boy needs size 4

apparel and 10% shoes,
while the baby wears cloth-
ing sized for 3 to 6 months.
The mother can use size 9
attire.

She also needs furniture,
blankets, sheets, towels,
wash cloths, baby supplies,
tableware, utensils, lamps,
clocks, a mop, detergent
and other household items.

“] want her to have a
televigion, =0 the children
can watch cartoons,” Little
gaid. “I want her to have a
rug, so it won't hurt the
children when they sit on
the bare Moor. [ want them
to have a shower curtain
and something to cover the
windows. I'd love to see a
picture on the wall, so it

~would look like home. [t

looks more like a miotel
under renovation.”

Finally, she'd like to
throw a belated birthday
party for the kids.
~ “Being that they've gone
through o much, I think
they've learned to cope with
it. But realistically, in their
hearts, [ think they did
want a birthday "party.
They did want a cake and
Loye,”

Onee this family's needs
are met, any leftover dona-
tions will go to other fami-
lies with similar needs,

Brehon can always use
donations of diapers,
canned food, paper goods,
cleaning supplies and baby
gear, In a typical year, the
staff fields requests for six
cribe ($130 apiece) and 30
car seats (360 apiece).

To help, call 201-0770 or
656-7T110. Checks may be
made out to Brehon, ear-
marked “for family needs”
and mailed to P.0O. Box
7643, Tallahassee, FL
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